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Jacob Hager, DDS, MS and Blaire Bowers, DDS, MS 
Diplomates of the American Board of Periodontology 

The ‘Slot Technique’ for 

 Root Coverage Grafting 

Our newest technique for root coverage 

involves a conservative mucosal slot 

entrance to allow access for graft placement.  

No papilla are reflected, the entire 

procedure is completed through the small 

entry point(s).  Root surfaces are prepared 

by removal of existing composite 

restorations, root planing and tetracycline 

application.  In areas where the remaining 

attached gingiva is less than 1mm, a second 

layer of graft material is utilized, often from 

a palatal donor source (see case below).      
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Dermis Allograft 

Slot Entry 

Baseline 

2 Weeks 

Composites Removed 

‘Slot Technique’ with Layered Grafts for Root Coverage 
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Baseline Defect – 4mm recession 

and less than 1mm attached gingiva  

Slot Entry 

Palatal Connective Tissue 

Dermis Allograft 

Grafts layered, connective tissue 

on top of allograft due to extreme 

thinness of remaining gingiva 
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